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window half an hour before. Besides tis own huge
elbow-chair, there were but two others in the room, and
one of these seemed, from its position, to be reserved
exclusively for the amanuensis. I observed, during the
first evening I spent with him in this sanctum, that while
he talked, his hands were hardly ever idle — sometimes
he folded letter-covers — sometimes he twisted paper into
matches, performing both tasks with great mechanical
expertness and nicety; and when there was no loose
paper fit to be so dealt with, he snapped his fingers, and
the noble Maida aroused himself from his lair on the
hearth-rug, and laid his head across his master's knees,
to be caressed and fondled. The room had no space for
pictures except one, an original portrait of Claverhouse,
which hung over the chimney-piece, with a Highland
target on either side, and broadswords and dirks (each
having its own story), disposed star-fashion round
them. A few green tin-boxes, such as solicitors keep
title-deeds in, were piled over each other on one side of
the window; and on the top of these lay a fox's tail,
mounted on an antique silver handle, wherewith, as often
as he had occasion to take down a book, he gently
brushed the dust off the upper leaves before opening it.
I think I have mentioned all the furniture of the room
except a sort of ladder, low, broad, well carpeted, and
strongly guarded with oaken rails, by which he helped
himself to books from his higher shelves. On the top
step of this convenience, Hinse of Hinsf eldt, (so called
from one of the German JZinder-marcTien,') a venerable
tom-cat, fat and sleek, and no longer very locomotive,
usually lay watching the proceedings of his master and
Maida with an air of dignified equanimity; but when
Maida chose to leave the party, he signified his inclina-
tions by thumping the door with his huge paw, as vio-
lently as ever a fashionable footman handled a knocker
in Grosvenor Square; the Sheriff rose and opened it for
him with courteous alacrity, — and then Hinse came
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